Love of 


To the Perſecuting 


Magiſtrates + Clergy, 


For them to Read and Conſider. 


But chiefly to thoſe of the City and County of Glou- 
ceſter, that have been ative to carry on that unchriftian 
work of Perſecution, againſt their honeft Neighbours, for 

| theexerciſe of their tender Conſciences towards God in mat- 
rers of Religion, by whom many have been great Suffcrers.. 


whom God hath ſpared alige to ſee this Day, wherein 

Liberty of Conſcience 1s granted to all to Worthip God 

35 they are preſwaded in their own Minds z and now conſider, I 
cntreat you, and repent and return to the Lord, and humble 
your ſelves before the moſt high God, that he may paſs by your 
Tranſgreſſions, and blot ont your Sins, and ſhew Mercy unto your 
Souls before you come to a Dying-Bed; and for time tocome do. 
A Juſtly, 


() that you would be Warned, and take Counſel in time, 


[2] 

fully, love Mercy, hate Oppreſlion, and walk humbly before the 
Lord, and with us prize the Mercy of the Lord, who has put a 
ſtop to your Heats and Paſlions, and inclined the Krrg to grant 
free Liberty of Conſcience tO all,and hath declared, That Corfcicnce 
e:ght net to be forced is matters of nieer Religion, and this nore 
that live in the DoArine of Chriſt (which 1s,'to do a4 they would. 
be done by) can beagainſt; therefore it is good for all to prize this 
Mercy, an to receive it from the Hand of the Lord with thapk- 
ful Hearts, ard pray.unto the Lord to continue this Fayour unto- 
us unto the end. 

Ard although you have in time of Perſecution drove on the 
Work very furiouſly againſt us, with a deſign to Ruin us (as ſome 
have bcen heard to {ay ) becauſe we could not Conform, and come 
to your Church,and at that time you would not hearken to Coun- 
ſc} when it was given you, yet the Lord hath put it into my Heart 
ence more to warn you, tomind the things that belongs to your 
Peace, before they are hid from your Eyes; for there is yet a 
oor of Mercy open for you, if you Repent with ſpeed,and meet 
the Lord by. amendment of Life, before the Deor of Mercy be 
ſhut againſt you. therefore ſhut not your Ear againſt the Countel 
of the Lord; for I can truly ſay, that I ſeek the Peace and Wel- 
fare of your Souls,and that you ſl;ould confiderand lay it to Heart, 
tow you went on without Gods Fear, as tho you did not conſider 
iFat you were but Mortal Men, and that the Immot tal God did {ce 
vour Cruelty. and Hard-heartedneſs againft his People, how you 
meCce a Prey upon the Wiedow and Fatherleſs, and puled the 
Sheaf fromthe Hungry, and the Fatherleſs from the Breaſt ; ſuch 
are they that rebel againſt the Light, F«b 24. Chap. and ſuch was 
y our Fury, that you regarded neither Ape nor Sex ; but now you 
have an opportunity to Jeek back and take aview of your evil 
Works, and ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do Wel!, that you may 
find Favour with God, which is that 1 deſire to ſee, alths I have 
been a great Suffer. by you, who denied me Juſtice; but I with 
many more.cryed unto the Lord in thetime of Tribulation,whoſe 
Ear was Open unto our Cry, ard he found a way, which was un- 
expected for our deliverence, praiſe forever to his worthy Name. 

And this day of Liberty, if you prize it, may prove agreat- 
Rlcfing to..yov, which prevents you from aQing more Cruelty. 


againit 


-againſt the Lords People. 1 write not this to upbraid you, but in 
Love to warn you, to 40 44 you would be done by os. 

You Magiſtrates of the City and County of Gleycefter, who have 
been active in this unchriſtian work of Perſecution againlt an 1n- 
nocent People, if this ſhould come to your Hands, | entreat you 
to read it with Moderation,and take Counſel in time,for as 1 have 

ſometime ſaid to fome of you, Good Counſel will rot hurt you, 
or any Man. Oh,that I may prevall with you to take Counſel of 
the Lord, and obey the Light of his Son Cariſt Jeſus in your own 
Hearts,that will teach you to do as you wonld be done by,ard not 
to continue in ſuch an unchriſtian frame of Mind, ſtill to Opprets 
the Poor. I was grieved to hear that you keep the Poor Man H- 
liam Bowley out of his Money, and denied him a Tryal at the laſt 
Seſſions, gave Vote againſt him injthe Court at Crrercefter,the 8h _ 
Month 1687. he was fined Twenty Pound for Preaching, when 
he did not Preach; and he was a great Sufferer before,as you know, 
and as ſeveral that were there will teftifke upon Oath, if called 
thereunto " 

Ch! how induſtrious have you been all along to drive on this 
unchriſtian Work ; for a poor Widdow that had got a little Corn 
te make her Bread, viz. Sarab Simons, which ſhe had gleaned in 
the Harveſt; and another . poor Widdow that had bought half. a 
Bacon Pig, to feed her Fatherleſs Children, and your ſcurvy Or- 
der frighted Men, ſo that they took it all away, and you threatned 
to Ruin usall, and did your endeavour to effe& ir, and bring it to 
paſs, and think you the Lord will not vikt for theſe things; but 
what ſaith the Prophet 1/aiah, Wo unto them that decree unmighteons 
 Decrees, and that write Grievouſneſs, which they have preſcribed to 
turn away the Needyfrom Fudgment, and to take away the Right from 
the Poor of my People, that Widdows may be their prey, and that they 
may rob the Fatherleſs. Conſider this 1 extreat yov, now you have 
time, whether you have not purchaſed this Wo to-your. ſelves by 
your Ordersand Decrees, that you have made againſt the Lords 
People Read your Portion 1/2. 17. 14. And behold at Evening 
tide Trouble, and before the Morning he is rot ; this is the Porticn of 
them that Spoyl 4, and the Lot of them that Rcb us. 

Many of our Perſecutors hath the Lord removed by Death, 


ſince Perſecution firſt began in this Town, and them that have 
A 2 : | been 


o 


been ative and furious againſt us-within theſe Thirty Years laſt 
palit, hath the Lord taken away,. fo that there is not one of them 
left, till this laſt Storm, and Threeof them hath been takenaway | 
alſo; this one would think: would make others fear to goon: in. 
the ſame Work. Give me leaye to: make mention a little of 
your Dealings towards me, how in the Year 1582, by War- 
rant Signed by Sr Themas Cuttler and James George, tothe Migh 
Conſtable of Cirenceſter, I was taken up in the, Street, and 
carryed before the ſaid Fames George, and lent to Glouceſter Caſtle, 
whom | told when 1 was before him, The Lord wouid plead 
my Canſe with him, and the ſame meaſure he meered would be 
meaſured ro him from the hand of the Lord; and fo it came to 
pls, for before | was diſcharged, the Lord took his Wife from 
him, who had taken me from my Husband, and. the ſaid Fames 
George, alter I was diſcharged, came to our peaceable Mecting 
with ſereral Officers, and the Biſhop cf: Gloucefer with him wand 
when they came. in, | was making Supplication. to the Lord ; 
and the Biſhop ſaid, Is this the Woman you were ſpeaking of, he ſaid 
Tes my Lord, then he laid his hands upon me, and ſhoock me, 
and pulled me by the Arm ſo hard, that he had almoſt pulled me 
backward, ſaying,. Woman yer ſhould give over, and obeythe K ings 
Offcere. But I choſe rather to obey God then Man, and the Lord 
was with us. bleſſ:d be his name, and his Power was overall, and 
he did preſerve m2 out of the fear of Man at that time. And 
the Biſhop ſaid ro the Juſtice, Take their Names, butl teok no 
notice of him, but continued until I had eaſed my Spirit. before 
the Lord, who is worthy. of all Praiſe and Glory for his Good- 
neſs to his Poor Diſpiſed People. The Juſtice ſet fines upon 
| Friends, and Twenty Pounds upon Richard Bowley fer Praying in 
the ſaid Meeting, Thus People may ſee how the Magiſtrates and 
Clergy joyn together to Perſecute us, and by theſe fruits Peo- 
ple may ſee that he 1s not” a true Chriftian Biſhop (not like 
Chriſt the Shepherd and Biſhop of .the Soul) as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of in Timothy and Titus: who ſaid, A_.Biſhop ſhould be 
Blameleſ:, not ſoon Angry, of good behaviour, . given to Hoſpitality, 
apt to Teach, no Striker, but Patient, not a Brawler, but- a lover of 
good Hen, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, Temperate, whether this Biſhop was 
ſo qualified, I fhall. leave the Underſtanding Reader to judge. 
; | And : 
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And in the Tenth Month 168, | Fames George ſent a Warrant to' 
the Conſtable of Cirenceſter, who ſaw me going to a Neighbours 
Houlſe,they run after me,and took me into Coſtody,and had me to 
the petty Seſſions at Barrſley, three miles from Cirenceftcr ;in the 
_ Cold Winter Seaſon, not conſidering my Age and Weaknels 

but hurried me up and down at their pleaſure, tho they Knew me 
a weakly Woman, axd it was Freſt and Snow, yet they bad no 
Regard nor Pity, and from the Petty Seffiens, they ſenta Mitti- 
mus to ſend me to Glouceffer Goal, where I lay three Years and 
four Months, and Fames George gave the Goaler a charge not to 
let me go without the Gate, lo great was their Fury and Rage 
againſt me. Oh! but the Lord was with me, and by his Power 


did preſerve me. | 
Oh! conſider you mrſt all give an account to God, and ap- 


pear at the great Tribunal Seat of Chriſt, in the great Day, and 


receive a Reward for the deeds Cone in the Body, whether Good 
or Evil; then how .can ye Judges and Juſtices ſtand before the 
Lord in that Day, if youdo not repent of your Cruelty (againſt 
his People) in joyning Hand in Hard to oppreſs the Poor. I 
warn you all that have had a Hand in this Work, from him thar 
ſits upon the Seat of Judgment; to your moſt Inferiour Officers, 


and all People every where whom this may concern, to repent of 


what is paſt, that the Lord may paſs it by, for the time that is 
paſt cannot be recalled, and the time thatis to come you have no 
aſſurance of ; therefore the preſent time is your time:- Oh! 


prize the long ſuffering of the Lord, which to you-ward hath been 
exceeding large, ſparing your Lives, when ke hath cut off ſo- 


many on the Right Hand, and on the Lefr, and hath given you 
time to return unto him, before his long ſeffering comes to an 
end; andhis Fury breaks forth againſt you, from which none can 


deliver 
Goods, Riffling Houſes, taking- Money-Boxes, and putting Mo- 


ney in your own Pockets, breaking Doors, with your own Hands 
as Richard Perſons, Chanceler of Gloncefter, did,and endeavoured to ' 


do, making uſe of an Iran-Bar, to break epen the Door of Na- 


thaniel and Daniel Roberts, then of Cirenceſter z becauſe. they- 


could not eafily do it, called for Gun-powder to blow.it open, 


. and when they got in, Seized the Goods, tendered the Oath'to the | 
young. 


» 


Remember your caſting us into Priſons, ſpoyling - 
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young Men, as a ſnare, and they refuſing, were both committed 
'to Priſon, having none left to Mannage their Trade, which to 
-outward things might have Ruined tkem, had not the good 
Hand of the Lord appeared for their help, whoſe mercies neyer 
fails them that fear him. | 

And when fat together to wajt upon God, to Worſhip him in 
he Priſon, Richard Perſons came in, and laid violent hands on a 
Friend, Henry Perten, that was ſpeaking, pulling kim by the Gray- 
Hairs of his Head, and held up his Staff at him, and Reviled him, 
with many Reproachful Words,and ſaid, ir was a Conventicle, and 
Jaid fines upon us, Twenty Pound for the Preacher, and Five, and 
Ten Shigings apiece upon the reſt, and fined ſome that were not 
in the Meeting, ſeeing their names in the Goalers Liſt, as the un- 
der Keeper ſaid; I would have the Clergy confider, whether 
theſe Arguments were like to Convince us ; theſe things were nor 
done in a corner, therefore I hope none will be offended for Pub- 
liſking of them, and I ſee no Reaſon why any can blame us, for 
Non-conformity, ſince ſach Fruits are brought forth by you, we 
have been forty, ſome times Sixty Priſoners in the County Priſon, 
belides near Twenty more belonging to the City Priſon, Men and 
their Wives, and ſome Women big with Child, Men and Women 
together in a cloſe Priſon, where other ſort of Priſoners came a- 
mongſt them, and ſuch was their cruelty, both unchriſtian and un- 
hrman, that they would not ſuffer 4:7 the Wife of Richard Grive, 
being near her time,to go to her own Houſe to Ly-in, ſhe promi- 
ſed, and ſome offered to Engage ſhe ſhould return to the Priſon 
again after fhe'was Delivered, as ſoon as ſhe was able, but the 
Cruelty of Alderman Shzngleton,and Dr Fowler Magiſtrates for the 
City of Gloucefter was fuch, that they withſtood it; altho ſome 
{ſober Women, that were no Quakers, ſought to them on her behalf, 
and had prevailed with the reſt, if DoCcter Fonler and Alderman 
Shingleron would conſent, but they were ſo far from conſenting, 
that Alderman Shinzleton,faid, That if his Aother was alive, come 
#pon her Knees to him, he would not grant it,as an Aldermans Wife, 
that did ſolcite him, told me; butit pleaſed God to find out a way 
for her,the time of the Afſizes was near,and Judge Levens gave or- 
der to. the Keeper of the Priſon to let herjgo Home,s ſo ſhe was 
Hrought forth over their Heads, who were tryed to the full, &made 


manifeſt 


Ba: 

manliſt by their Fruits, ar.d the great Cod takes rotice of the 
Opprellors of his people, ard ke cut them oth off, and flopt their 
Fury; but if they had lived a1:d come to Repentarce, it would 
have becn more Joy ard Comfort to ns ;- and ye Perſecutors, how 
can you excule your ſelves, who have lmpriſoned many of our 
Friends to Dez? ſeveral died Prifoners while 1 was Priſoner in 
the Cattle, An 1:ed Blind.nan, Thomas. Heolberne, he was thruſt 
into Prifon, and act bionghe before any Magiſtrate, and Ralph 
Langley Friloner ievecal Years tiil he died alſo, ard ſeveral others; 
this kincof Kiti-7 wehave had from your Hands, and ſometimes 
our Friends have 5-22 Peaten and Bruiſed, by knecking and throw- 
ing hither and thittter til! they Died, this | have ſeen ; ard not- 
withitanding ſo many Died, thit was ſtronger then I, yet It 
pleaſed God to preſerve me alive, to ſpeak well of his name, 
and tell of his wonderous Works, and once more to put you 
Perlecutors in mind of the things that belong to your Peace; and 
Bleſſed be the Lord, he js now riſen for his $702 lake, that you 
have been Ploughing as a Field, and when her Enemies, have 
done the worſt they can, the Lord will make his Sioz an Eter- 
nal Exceliericy, and his Fer«ſ:!emthe Praiſe of the whole Farth : 
And as you can ſee Perſecution to be evil in others, look upon it 
ſoin your ſelves, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, and remember 
who ſaid, The Wiſe-Marns Eye is in bis Head, but the Fools Eye is 
abroad to ſee and ſpy faults in others, and blame others for doing that 
they themſelves are guilty of, Me-thinks the Eye-lids of the 
Morning of this day of Liberty, that is dawned and lifted up be- 
fore you, might bring you to a ſight of your ſtate in this matter, 
but if this will not prevail upon you, turn in, to the Light of 
Chrift Jeſus, in your own Hearts, that is al- ſnfficient to ſhew you 
your inward State, and how theſe evil Works hath brought 
Death over you ; that we may ſay, Darkneſs hath covered the Earth, 
and groſs Darkneſs the People; therefore it is time to riſe from the 
Dead, that Chriſt may give ybu Life, and receiye his Light, that 
will lead you liito the way of Peace. 

Its well krown that we have been a ſuffering People all along, 
ever fince we were gathered by the Lord out of the Evils of the 
World, and have ſuffered under every Power that hath been up- 
permoſt, for above Thirty Years to my knowledge, ſome m_ 


[8] 
kind, and many under that cruel Oppreſſion of Tyrhes, by the 
Priefts, which is ſtill continued upon us, under which many of the 
Inhabitants of this Land groans for deliverance, and the Lord 
God is able to remove it ; but knows beft in what ſeaſon further 
to appear in his Power to effe&t it; butthe Lord may ſuffer it to 
- continue for the farther manifefting ſuch hireling Priefts, whoſe 
PraCtices towards us have manifeſted ſome of them to be as bad as 
the wicked Informers, by their Spoyling, Riffling Houſes, and 
driving Cattle away by droves, as hath been common for them to 
do, and theſe PraCtices of theirs diſcovered them to be in the ſteps 
of the falſe Prophets, and in the ſame Spirit that the wicked 
Informers were in, that deſire to Liveby other Mens Labour, and 
toenrich themſelves by the Spoyl of their Neighbour; this ſhews 
them to be.of the ſtock of them mentioned in Scripture, that Feed 
of the Fat, andCloath with the Wool, and make a Prey of the Flock ; 
{o by theſe Fruits People may ſee they are no Miniſters of Chritt, 
for he ſaid to his Diſciples when he ſent them forth, Freely have 
you received, freelygive. But their Fruits of Covetuouſneſs makes 
them ill preſidents to their Hearers, and ſuch Work of the Teach- 
ers, makes their Hearers, that are of an evil Tnclination, to fol- 
low their Footſteps, as the Scriptures ſaith, The Leaders of the 
People cauſe them to Err, and they that are led by them are deftroyed. 
The Perſecntor /.G. the Prieft of this Town, he ſet his hand 
to a Petition with Juſtice George,aud others of this Town, to ſend 
to the late King to beg our Meeting- Houte, under pretence to 
wake a Work- Houſe for the Poor, Fadaz like, who when the Wo- 
man with the Box of Sp kenard came to anoint Fe/#s's Head, ſaid, 
Bhat need all this waſte, it might have been ſold and given to the Poor ; 
but the Scriptures faith, He fad it net, becauſe he leved the Poor, but 
becanſe be was a Thief ard carried the Bag. SC ſay concerning this 
Prieſt, he did not this becauſe he loved the Poor, but becauſe he 
had the mind of a Thief, and coveted his Neighbours Houſe, this 
diſcovers him to be no true Miniſter of the Goſpel, becauſe he falls 
" ſhortef doing the Works for the Law, which ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
7ot covet thy Netghborrs Houſe, nor any thing that is his: and Chritt 
commands Men T' ds as they woald be done by. Sothis Work of his 
is contrary to both Law and Goipel ; but 17 People are willing to 
havz ſnch Blind Guides, ang Slecpy Watchmen, to be their 


I cachers 


bs < 
< 
F- k. 


Teachers, lct them take then! and pay thern, - and not force others 
to ipay” them, that know they are Blind, becauſe they cannot 
ſee their own Works of what ſort they are; for when a Friend 
went to enquire of him about the Petition aforeſaid, he confeſſed 
his Hand was to it, and that he thought it would be a kindneſs to 
us to take the Meeting- Honſe from us, would he take it as a kind- 
neſs to be ſo ſerved ? Lleaveit to Gods Witnels in his own and 
others Conſciences ro judge z for the fame God that hath helpt us, 
will help us again, if we keep our Iptegrity to him ; He that hath 
brought us out of the fiery Furnace of Affiiction,and was Aﬀicted 
with us, will do the ſame again and again for them that ſuffer for 
him ;z that faid to S4xl, Why Perſecnteſt thou me ? It is hard for thee 
ro kick againſt the Pricks. He it is that pricks the Perſecutors in 
their Conſciences, it 1s He our Enemies have been Perſecuting in 
his People, and he is able to deliver, and will, he that hath an 
Ear to hear let him hear, and that can receive it let him; for the 
Breath of all Living are in the hands of onr God, then who ſhall 
we fear beſides him, the God of all our Mercies and Bleſſings, 


to whom be Glory forever, Amen. | 


— — _ — — 
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A Few Words to the Invabitants of the Town of 
Cirenceſter (9 e!fe-where) for them to Real 
an Conſider. 


" AN Llyou my Neighbours, Kindred and Acquaintance, beth 

Profeſſors and Prophane,that have had any hand in the late 
Perſecution, or been encouragers of that unchriſtian Work, di- 
rectly or indirectly, or thoſe that have laid their Hands on the 
Prey in taking away ard exacting on your honeſt Neighboyr 
more then the value of the Fines ſpecified in your Warrants, tho 
ſome of you have been ready to ſay, to-excuſe your ſelves, Thar it 
was much agairſtyonr minds ts meddle with it but that you wore putt upon 
it, being Officers, and could not help it. To which 1 Anſwer, Your 


diligence and readineſs tolay your Hands on, and taking much -} 
B __ more 
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more then the value of the Fines, contradicts all: your pretences, 
and brings the guilt upon you of contributing to our Sufterings ; 
but this day of Tryal, that the Lord ſuffered to come, was not 
only te try his People, but to try others alſo, when the Reins 
were let looſe,and a Door opened to Violence and Oppreſlion,and 
many that were of an evil Inclination were ready to make a Spoyl 
anda Prey, ſo this day hath made you manifeft, for all your fair 
pretences, tho ſome are ready to ſay, to cover themſelves, What 
they did then was according ro Law; but this covering will prove 
too narrow to hide you from theAl-ſeeing Eye ef the MightyGod, 
and from the ſtroke of his Hand in the day of Acconnt, when 
the Lord comes to reckon with you, then how will you ſtand be- 
ſore him, or excuſe your ſelvcsof the guilt of adding toour Suf- 
ferings ? your readineſs to cut out, to fell and diſpoſe of it, when 
it wa$in your Hands, ſignifies that you were willing to encourage 
the Work, and the hard-heartedneis too; as appears in the Cate 
of John Stevens, intaking ſo mich from him more then the value 
of the Fine, to ſeek the Ruin of him and his Family, the Lord 
will plead his Cauſe with you, and bring ſhame upon you for ating 
ſo contrary to Law, in dividing the Spoyl, and putting it into 
your own Pockets; Repent and make Reſtitution, that leſt it lie 
as a weight upon you in the day of account; therefore never plead 
Law to excuſe your ſelves, for it will lie at your Doors, and ma- 
nifeſt you to be of the ſame Spirit of them of cid that Crucified 
Chriſt Feſws, and to excuſe themſelves {aid, We have a Law, and. 
by our Law he onght to Dye. So they pleaded Law, as you do now; 
but that will not excuſe you no more ther it did them, for the 
Law of God is againſt you, that ſaith, Thex ſhalt Love thy Neegh- 
buur as thy ſelf, and thou ſhalt not covet any thing that 1s thy Negh- 
bours;, but how unreaſonable you have been with your Neigh- 
bours, in taking much more then the value, let Gods Witneſs in 
your own Conſciences anſwer; and you tiat vbave bought it out of 
Covetoulſneſs, becauſe you covld have 1t at a cheap rate, or taking 
it away, and have furniſhed your houſes with it, you will be found 
Guilty before the Lord ; therefore Repent,for ifthe Lord was an- 
gry.with Eſau, becauſe he ſtood, and looked on when Facob was 
Spoyled, and laid his Hand upon the prey, lo that he threatened 
to lay his Mountaine waſte, how thunk you to eſcape, w_ + 
oun 
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' found in the 'ſanie Practice, 'ont only, looking on; but making 
a Spoyl and Prey upon 'your honeſt Neighbors; gnd remember 
how TIſrael could not proſper, while the accurſed thing remained 
in the Camp, the Babyloniſh Garment and Weadg of Gold which 
Covetouſnelſs had brought in; but when ſearch was- made, 1t 
was found amongſt the Stuff; but-rill they had pur it out of the 
Camp, it hindred 1ſraels Proſperity: Conſider this well I In- 
treat you, and take heed in time, and put away the accurſed 
thing from among your Stuff, you that have Bought ir, and 
brought it into your Houſes; and Jet a diligent ſearch be made 
to find itout, and reſtore it tothe Owners, leſt it bring a Curſe 
ypon you. -I Write not theſe things in Revenge taany, but 1u 
the Love of God to warn you all to Repent and amend, that you 
may find Mercy with the Lord , which is the true deſire of 
my ſoul; 1 can truly ſay, and thatin the preſence of the Lord, 
- * that I have nothing in my Heart but Love and Good-will 1o the 
worſt of our Enemies, and that in Sincerity of Heart, and Up- 
rightneſs of Mind, l truly deſire yorr everlaſting Peace and 
Welfare, that have hitherto hardened your Hearts againſt the 
Lord, his Truth and People; Return to the Lord, I Intreat you, 
bow your ſelves before the moſt High God, who will plead with 
all Fleſh, and call all to an account, and render a Reward to every 
Men fer the deeds done in the Body whether Good or Evil; there- 
fore conſider well while you haye time, and mind the things that 
belongs to your Peace, before they be hid from your Eyes, for 
the long Suffering of the Lord will come to an end, who hath ſaid 
My Spiri ſhatl not always ſtrive with Man; therefore whilſt the 
Spirit of the Lord, his Light and Grace in your own Hearts 
doth ſtrive to turn you from the evil of your wayes, be willing to 
imbrace it, believe in it, and take counſel of it, and with your 
whole Hearts be Subject unto it, and be willing to be led and gui- 
ded by it, and incline your Hearts in all things to follow it, and 
it will lead you inte Reſt and Peace with the Lord for ever. 
Theſe things were asa weight upon my mind to publiſh for the 
Sakes of thoſe, that are willing to hearken to Counſel, and take 
Warning In time, and not rejc their own Mercies, for as the 
Lord ſaid to the Prophet Ezekiel, Hear the word at my Mouth, and. 


give them warning from me, when I ſay unto the Wicked thou ſhalt 
© = n_ 
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ſurely Dye, and thou giveft him not warning, ner ſpeakeſh yowmarn the 
Wicked frem his Wicked way, to ſave his Life, the ſame Wigked Murs 
fnall Dye'in hus Iniquity, but hss Blood nill Ircquire at thine Hand, 
yet if thou warn the Wicked and he turn not from his Wickedneſs nor 
from his Wicked way, he ſhall Dye in his Iniquity ;, but thou haſt deli- 
vered thy ewn Soul, fo | can ay in the fear of God, Ihave once 
more cleared my Conſcience z whether you will hear or forbear 
I inail be elear of your Blood in the great Day of Acconnt, be- 
tore the Lord, who laid theſe things as a weight upon me to put 
you in mind of,and blefſed will all be that do hear and fear before 
the Lord,and receive his Counſel, to whom be all Glory, Honour 
ard Renown, who is worthy over all, God bleſled for ever and . 
ever, Amen. But thoſe that Refuſe and Rebel, ſhall be devoured with 


the Swerd, the Iouth of the Lord bath ſpoken it, as ſaith the 
Prophet /ſaiab.,}« 


From a lever of Truth and Righteouſneſs, | 
having a Teftimony ag-inſt Cruclty and Oppreſſion: 


—— 


29th 11th mo Theophita Townſend. 
1687 | 


